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the High Commissioner for the action he had taken and accepted an
invitation to visit the Rapid which he had previously declined. On the
following day, he formally dismissed his pluralist Prime Minister from
office and thus created vacancies for a Premier, a Minister for Foreign
Affairs, a President of the Court of Appeal, an Auditor-General a
Minister of Lands, a Judge of the Land Court, a Minister of Educa-
tion, an Agent General and a medical attendant to the King__offices
all supposed to be discharged by a person who passed the greater
portion of his time in New Zealand. It seems strange that he neglected
to absorb .the office of Minister of Finance, but that was explained
when Sir John saw the titular Minister, Junia Mafileo, who was well
cast for the part of treasurer of an insolvent state: his brow was
furrowed with care, and he was a man of few words. I give the
interview verbatim :
" What is your office?"
" Minister of Finance."
" What is the revenue of Tonga?"
" I don't know."
" But what is your office?"
" Minister of Finance " (with warmth).
"Well, who knows the amount of the revenue?"
"Mr. Baker!"
" Who keeps the money?"
"I do!"
"How much have you in the Treasury?"
" I don't know."
" But you are Minister of Finance?"
" Yes, I've said so more than once."
" Well, where's the money?"
" In the safe."
" Who knows how much there is?"
"Mr. Baker!"
" But he has gone. Can't you go and count it?"
" I haven't got the key."
"Who keeps the key?"
" Mr. Baker."
The King went on board the Rapid in his state barge, receiving a
^"te of twenty^ne guns. He invited Sir John and hfs staff to lit
that afternoon.  They found him surrounded by his chiefs in